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ABSTRACT: Binder-free silicon (BF-Si) nanoparticle anodes were cycled LEDC-rich YLEDC'”C"
with 1.2 M LiPF in ethylene carbonate (EC), fluoroethylene carbonate b Li,CO5ich
(FEC), or EC with 15% FEC (EC:FEC), extracted from cells and analyzed £, _tso, \ LiF

by Hard X-ray Photoelectron Spectroscopy (HAXPES). All of the »’ /

\

electrolytes generate an SEI which is integrated with Si containing species.
The EC and EC:FEC electrolytes result in the generation of Li,SiO, after
the first cycle while Li,SiO, is only observed after five cycles for the FEC ’3

Li,Sio, *
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electrolyte. The SEI initially generated from the EC electrolyte is primarily FEC

— LiF, Li,CO,

composed of lithium ethylene dicarbonate (LEDC) and LiF. However, Poly(FEC)
after five cycles, the composition changes, especially near the surface of
silicon because of decomposition of the LEDC. The SEI generated from
the EC:FEC electrolytes contains LEDC, LiF, and poly(FEC) and small
changes are observed upon additional cycling. The SEI generated with the
FEC electrolyte contains LiF and poly(FEC) and small changes are

observed upon additional cycling. The stability of the SEI correlates with the observed capacity retention of the cells.
KEYWORDS: HAXPES, XPS, solid electrolyte interface, Silicon anode, electrolyte additives, lithium ion battery, ex-situ surface analysis
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B INTRODUCTION silicon anode SEI has typically been modified by the

The demand for increased energy density in lithium-ion
batteries necessitates a move away from the industry standard
graphite anode. With a theoretical specific capacity of 3580
mAh/g, silicon can offer an increase of almost an order of
magnitude over graphite (372 mAh/g).1 However, in
conjunction with the increased capacity, the silicon anode
experiences a ~ 280% change in volume upon lithiation. During
charge/discharge cycling, silicon volume fluctuations subject
the electrode to large mechanical stresses. Associated effects
include fracturing of the silicon particles, damaging the
electrical contact of the electrode material with the current
collector, and repeated destruction and formation of the solid
electrolyte interphase (SEI).””"

Two of the main methods to improve the performance of
silicon anodes include novel anode structures and variation of
the electrolyte composition. The design of nanostructured
silicon materials has improved the performance of silicon
anodes by limiting the mechanical damage to the electrode
particles."™® Alternatively, the development of novel electro-
Iytes can improve the performance of silicon anodes via the
generation of a superior anode SEL The SEI must have good
lithium-ion conduction, but be electrically insulating to prevent
further reduction of the electrolyte by the lithiated silicon
surface. The SEI must also remain stable under the expansion
and contraction of the silicon particles. The structure of the
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incorporation of sacrificial electrolyte additives that react with
the surface of the silicon to generate an SEI with greater
mechanical stability.”" "¢

There have been several investigations of the SEI generated
on silicon nanoparticle anodes.'”">™'* Most of these
investigations support a similar composition to the SEI
observed on graphite anodes. However, the SEI on silicon
anodes has been reported to be more integrated with the active
material than is typically observed for graphite.'” The SEI
generated on silicon nanoparticles cycled with LiPF4 in
ethylene carbonate (EC)/diethyl carbonate (DEC) electrolyte
is dominated by lithium alkyl carbonates in the outer SEI while
the inner SEI is intermixed with Li,SiO, from the conversion of
the surface oxide layer of the silicon.'” However, these
investigations were complicated by the presence of CMC
binder and carbon black because these components can overlap
with the spectral features of the SEI Inclusion of fluoroethylene
carbonate (FEC) in the electrolyte has been investigated with
significant improvement in capacity retention.' > >~ %1% At low
concentrations of FEC in the electrolyte, the SEI is similar in
structure to the SEI generated in the FEC free electrolyte.'”'*
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However, at higher concentrations of FEC, increases in the
concentration of LiF and polymeric species are observed in the
SEI and cycling performance is improved.'>'*'>¢

We expand upon our previous investigation of BF silicon
nanoparticle electrodes which utilized a combination of XPS,
FTIR, TEM, and NMR to characterize the silicon SEL'® This
investigation utilizes a combination of binder free silicon
nanoparticle electrodes (BF-Si) and hard X-ray photoelectron
spectroscopy (HAXPES) to develop a better understanding of
the role different solvents in SEI structure and composition.
Anodes were cycled with LiPF in pure ethylene carbonate
(EC), pure fluoroethylene carbonate (FEC), and a mixture of
EC and FEC. The high photon energies available at
synchrotrons (compared with lab sources) significantly increase
the probing depth of core level photoemission. As the kinetic
energy of the outgoing photoelectrons increases, the mean free
path increases as well. Therefore, with the HAXPES technique
the elemental composition of thin films such as SEI layers can
be probed to greater depths than are available with conven-
tional XPS systems. In addition, the high photon energy can
access more tightly bound core electrons such as Si 1s, which
are not measurable with traditional XPS.'” This has enabled
additional insight into the depth-dependent structure of the SEI
on silicon nanoparticles.

B EXPERIMENTAL SECTION

Preparation of Binder-Free Silicon Electrodes and Coin Cell
Fabrication. BF-Si electrodes were prepared by electrophoretic
deposition (EPD) similar to BE-Si'> and BF-graphite'”*° studies
previously reported. The EPD bath was prepared by dispersing silicon
nanoparticles (~50 nm) in acetonitrile (anhydrous). This method
produces electrodes without polymer binders or conductive carbon,
being exclusively composed of silicon nanoparticles. The BEF-Si
electrodes were coated on copper foil with a surface density of
~0.37 mg/ cm? and vacuum-dried for 24 h at 120 °C. Half cells
(CR2032) were fabricated with BF-Si electrodes, a polypropylene
separator, and lithium foil in a high purity Ar-filled glovebox with H,O
content <0.1 ppm. Three different electrolytes were used: 1.2 M LiPF4
in EC, 1.2 M LiPF; in FEC, and 1.2 M LiPF, in a mix of EC:FEC at a
ratio of 85:15 in weight (EC:FEC). Each coin cell contained 30 yL of
electrolyte. The cells were cycled 1 or § times at 25 °C in the voltage
window of 2—0.05 V using a battery cycler at a rate of C/20 for first
cycle then C/10 for subsequent cycles. The cycled electrodes were
harvested at the discharged state (delithiation) and rinsed four times
with DMC (1 mL in total) and dried in glovebox antechamber before
ex-situ analysis. The morphology of Si nanoparticles and BF-Si
electrode were characterized using a field-emission scanning electron
microscopy at 15 kV.

HAXPES Experiments. All HAXPES experiments were conducted
at the X-24A end station of the NIST beamline at the National
Synchrotron Light Source, Brookhaven National Laboratory (Upton,
NY).>' Synchrotron radiation from a bending magnet is delivered to a
constant offset, double Si(111) crystal monochromator via a Ni-coated
graphite spherical collimating mirror and vertical and horizontal
apertures. Once monochromatized, the beam is focused by a Ni-coated
quartz toroidal mirror. The beam spot size is determined just upstream
from the analysis chamber by vertical and horizontal apertures.
Oriented perpendicular to the beam in the experimental chamber is
the entrance aperture of a 200 mm hemispherical analyzer configured
to analyze a 0.5 mm spot on the sample positioned in front of it in the
analysis chamber. Samples were oriented at grazing incidence to the
photon beam, with a takeoff angle toward the analyzer of 3 or S°
relative to the sample normal. This orientation allowed for detection of
photoelectrons with the greatest possible mean escape depth. Nominal
photon energies and resolutions were determined by measuring the Ag
3d signal from a silver standard foil attached to our sample bar. Total
resolution for the analyzer and beamline, established as the half-width

of the Fermi edge at the top of the valence band maximum, was
measured to be 0.45 and 0.55 eV for excitation energies 2.2 and 4 keV,
respectively.

To minimize the samples’ exposure to atmosphere, we transferred
them to a tightly sealed vessel in an Ar environment for transportation
to X-24A and installed them in the experimental chamber through an
N,-filled glovebag. Experimental chamber pressure was less than 6 X
1077 Pa. The sample bar was electrically connected through the
manipulator to a common ground with the analyzer, but no further
attempt was made to correct for charging of the samples during
measurements.

We observed changes to spectra consistent with photon stimulated
desorption of surface species beginning at about 30 min of beam
exposure time. To minimize these effects, we collected a minimum
number of scans in standardized order at a unique spot on each
sample, for each excitation energy, and all necessary spectra for each
sample at each photon energy were collected before beam effects were
observed. For this investigation photon energies of 2.2 and 4 keV were
used. Spectra of Si Is, F 1s, O 1Is, C 1s, and Si 2p electrons were
collected at both photon energies. All spectra were recorded with a
dwell time of 100 ms and energy step of 0.1 eV, with the analyzer in
transmission mode, and all used an analyzer pass energy of 500 eV
except the Si 1s electron at 2.2 keV (pass energy 200 V). The Si 2p
spectrum was used for all Si elemental concentrations calculations.

Spectra were analyzed with a commercial software package. All
spectra were scaled by the number of scans before subtraction of a
Shirley background.”” Relative atomic concentrations for each
element, I, were calculated using the following formula: (I, = A,/
(T(KE), o{), A(KE)))/(X, A,/ (T(KE), o(w), A(KE)))), where A
corresponds to the background-subtracted spectrum area, T is the
relative transmission function of the X-24A analyzer,”® & is the Scofield
photoionization cross-section,”* 1 is the inelastic mean free path of
electrons in the material,”® and the summation index j runs over all
distinct elements present in the analysis. Where there were two or
more available core electrons per element, we chose the one used in
similar calculations for the Al-Ka. Finally, spectra for each core were
normalized to the most intense feature for display purposes. XPS
experiments were performed with a commercial system using an Al Ko
radiation source (hv =1486 eV) under ultrahigh vacuum. The
displayed binding energy scales for each sample are referenced to a
fit of the hydrocarbon peak at 285 eV in the C 1s spectra.

B RESULTS

Electrochemical Cycling. Surface morphology of as-
prepared Si electrode are presented in Figure 1. The electrode
exhibits a smooth surface (Figure la) consisting of Si
nanoparticles with diameter from 50 to 100 nm (Figure 1b).
Voltage profile for the first cycle and capacity retention of BF-Si
electrodes in different electrolytes are provided in Figure 2. The
cell cycled with 1.2 M LiPF4 in EC has the lowest initial
discharge capacity (Figure 2a) and the greatest loss of capacity
upon increasing the cycle number from 1 to S (Figure 2b). The
cells containing EC:FEC have similar first charge and discharge
curves and capacity retention to the cells cycled in FEC (Figure
2a). Furthermore, the cells with electrolyte containing FEC
outperform the cells with only EC, both in specific capacity and
in capacity retention. The excellent cycling performance of Si
electrodes with FEC containing electrolytes is likely due to the
formation of a good SEI derived from the decomposition of
FEC as discussed below.

HAXPES Measurements. The XPS and HAXPES data of
silicon electrodes are provided in Figures 3—6 and the
elemental concentrations are summarized in Tables 1—3. The
plots are arranged in columns corresponding to the depth of
penetration and in rows corresponding to the electrolyte
formulation (EC top, EC:FEC middle, and FEC bottom). Two
spectra are displayed on each plot representing the data from
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Figure 1. SEM images of a fresh BF-Si at (a) low and (b) high
magnification.

the silicon anodes after the first and fifth cycle. The spectra of
the fresh electrodes are also provided at the top for elements
present in the fresh electrode.

The C 1s spectra are presented in Figure 3. The fresh
samples have a peak at 285 eV from hydrocarbon
contamination. Upon cycling new peaks are observed in the
C 1s XPS spectra of the extracted electrodes and the
concentration of C is increased for all electrolytes consistent
with the deposition of electrolyte decomposition products on
the surface of the silicon anode. The spectra are dominated by
new peaks at 286.5 and 290 eV characteristic of C—O- and
COj;-containing species, respectively. The new peaks are
characteristic of lithium alkyl carbonates or polycarbon-
ates.'>'*!72%%” The XPS spectra also contain a new peak at
288.5 eV characteristic of C=0 containing species along with a
peak at 285 €V for hydrocarbons.” For the electrodes analyzed
after one cycle with the EC electrolyte, the spectra are
dominated by the new peaks at 286.5 and 290 eV and appear to
be similar for all excitation energies (depths of penetration).
This suggests that the SEI is primarily composed of lithium
ethylene dicarbonate (LEDC)">*’ and the organic reduction
products after the first cycle are consistent throughout the
depth of the SEL. However, differences are observed after five
cycles. The spectrum obtained at the lowest excitation energy is
very similar to the spectrum obtained after one cycle, whereas
the spectra obtained at higher excitation energies (deeper
depths of penetration) have reduced intensity for the peak at
290 eV and an increase in the intensity of the peak at 288.5 eV.
However, the concentration of C does not change significantly
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Figure 2. (a) Voltage profile plot for first cycle and (b) capacity
retention as a function of cycle number of Si electrodes cycled in
different electrolyte.

Table 1. Atomic Concentrations for EC Samples

Si (%) F (%) O (%) C (%)
hv = 1487 eV
fresh 35 46 19
EC-1c 3 2 59 36
EC-5¢ 4 2 58 36
hv = 2200 eV
fresh 42 34 24
EC-1c 10 13 47 30
EC-5¢ 6 14 46 34
hv = 4000 eV
fresh 46 38 16
EC-1c 7 13 53 27
EC-5¢ 8 17 S0 25

with increased cycling. The similarity of the intensity of the
CO; peak at the surface and decreases in intensity of the —CO,
peak in the interior is consistent with fresh electrolyte reduction
to generate LEDC in the outer SEI and LEDC decomposition
in the inner SEI Previous reports suggest that LEDC is
unstable and can decompose to generate carbon dioxide (CO,),
lithium oxalate, Li,CO;, and lithium alkoxides.””**~>

The XPS spectra of the electrode cycled with EC:FEC
electrolyte after one cycle are very similar to those with EC
electrolyte. The spectra at all three excitation energies are again
similar suggesting a comparable composition of organic
decomposition products throughout the SEL. However, after
five cycles the XPS spectra have very little change, suggesting
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Table 2. Atomic Concentrations for EC:FEC Samples

Si (%) F (%) 0O (%) C (%)
hv = 1487 eV
fresh 35 46 19
EC:FEC-1c 2 7 52 39
EC:FEC-5¢ 6 13 45 36
hv = 2200 eV
fresh 52 28 20
EC:FEC-1c 3 3 54 40
EC:FEC-5¢ 2 8 45 45
hv = 4000 eV
fresh 55 30 15
EC:FEC-1c S 3 57 35
EC:FEC-5¢ 4 9 NY 37

Table 3. Atomic Concentrations for FEC Samples

Si (%) F (%) 0O (%) C (%)
hv = 1487 eV
fresh 35 46 19
FEC-1c 4 7 38 S1
FEC-5¢ 4 14 25 57
hv = 2200 eV
fresh 42 34 24
FEC-1c S 22 37 36
FEC-5¢ 4 20 40 36
hv = 4000 eV
fresh 46 38 16
FEC-1c S 26 38 32
FEC-5¢ 4 22 43 31

that the presence of the FEC reduction products inhibit the
decomposition of the SEI components.

The XPS spectra of the electrode cycled with the FEC
electrolyte after the first cycle are similar to the XPS spectra of
the electrodes cycled with the EC or EC:FEC electrolytes,
except that the intensity of the peak at 290 eV, associated with
CO;-containing species is significantly weaker. This is likely due
to the presence of poly(FEC) and absence of LEDC on the
silicon surface.'”"> The spectra are also largely independent of
the excitation energy suggesting the organic components are
similar in the inner and outer SEIL. Upon increasing the number
of cycles from 1 to S, the carbon spectra do not markedly
change, suggesting the C containing components of the SEI
generated from the FEC electrolyte are more stable than the C-
containing components of the SEI generated from the EC
electrolyte.

The XPS and HAXPES silicon spectra including both the 1s
and 2p core levels are provided in Figure 4. The binding energy
of Si 1s is ~1,840 eV which is approximately 20 times higher
than binding energy of the Si 2p (~99 eV). Thus, the Si 1s
electron has less kinetic energy than Si 2p at the same excitation
energy. As a result, the peak observed from the 1s electron
originates from a shallower average depth in the sample than
the peak observed for the 2p electron. The far left column
displays 1s spectra acquired with 2,200 eV photons, which
provides a more surface sensitive measurement than the
standard XPS spectrum for the Si 2p signal displayed in the
middle left column. The far right column represents
information for the Si 2p electron at 4,000 eV and is the
most bulk-sensitive measurement for silicon. The top row
depicts the Si spectra for the fresh silicon anodes and

— 1cycle >

e B CYClES deeper information
Cis@hv Cis@hv Cis@hv
~1487 eV ~2200 eV ~4000 eV

EC fresh

EC w/15% FEC

FEC

e e e e e Eil s e
295 290 285 295 290 285 295 290 285
Binding Energy [eV]

Figure 3. Carbon 1s spectra of pristine BF-Si anodes (top row) and for
first (red) and fifth (green) cycle BF-Si anodes from coin cells
fabricated with electrolyte solvent EC (2nd row), EC:FEC (3rd row),
and FEC (bottom row).

demonstrates the capability of depth profiling. The Si spectrum
for the most surface sensitive measurement (Si 1s @ 2200 eV)
contains a large peak characteristic of SiO, at 1843 eV and a
small peak characteristic of Si—Si at 1839 €V*” consistent with a
native oxide layer encapsulating the Si nanoparticles. As the
depth of penetration is steadily increased from the far left
column to the far right column, the intensity ratio of the SiO,
to Si—Si peaks gradually change until the Si—Si peak is
dominant and the SiO, peak is small. This is consistent with a
gradual increase in the depth of penetration and the thin SiO,
layer having a smaller influence on the overall spectrum.

Upon analysis of the cycled anodes, the peaks attributed to
elemental silicon (1s: 1839 €V and Si 2p: 99 eV)'”** are not
present for any of the electrolytes. The exterior surface of the
silicon anodes (least penetration, far left column) cycled with
the EC electrolyte are dominated by SiO, with low
concentrations of Li,SiO, (100.5, Si 2p; 1840, Si 1s).'"** As
the depth of penetration is increased the relative intensity of the
SiO, peaks is decreased and the Li,SiO, peaks are increased. In
addition, at the greatest depth of penetration Li,Si (1837 eV, Si
Is; 97 €V, Si 2p)'”** becomes observable in low concen-
trations. The maximum mean free path for these photo-
electrons suggests that the SEI is approximately 10 nm thick.
The silicon spectra of the electrodes analyzed after five cycles
with the EC electrolyte are very similar to the silicon spectra
after the first cycle.
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Figure 4. Silicon spectra of pristine BF-Si anodes (top row) and for
first (red) and fifth (green) cycle anodes from coin cells fabricated
with electrolyte solvent EC (2nd row), EC:FEC (3rd row), and FEC
(bottom row).

The silicon spectra of the electrodes cycled with the EC:FEC
electrolyte have similar peaks to the electrodes cycled with the
EC electrolyte. In addition, only small changes are observed
upon increasing the number of cycles from 1 to 5. However, the
appearance of the peak associated with LiSi is observed at
shallower depths of penetration, which suggests that the SEI
may be thinner with added FEC.

The silicon spectra of the electrode cycled with the FEC
electrolyte after one cycle have differences compared to the
electrodes cycled with electrolyte containing EC. The exterior
surface of the silicon (far left column) is dominated by peaks
associated with SiO,, but the Li,SiO, peaks are absent. As the
depth of penetration is increased this trend continues. The
peaks of the Li,SiO, which dominate the spectra for the middle
two columns of spectra after one cycle for the EC and EC:FEC
electrolytes are not present. Although the spectra are
complicated by differential charging effects that result in a
doubling of some of the peaks, the only two peaks observed are
associated with SiO, and Li,Si**>> As expected, the peak
associated with the LiSi becomes dominant at the greatest
depth of penetration. After S cycles differences are observed for
the FEC electrolyte, especially at the greater depths of
penetration. Peaks associated with Li,SiO,, absent after the
first cycle, become apparent, suggesting that the silicon
containing species evolve with continued cycling, whereas the
carbon containing species, as described above, remain constant
with additional cycling. Interestingly, the concentration of Si
does not significantly increase as a function of depth of

penetration for all electrolytes investigated as one would expect.
This may relate to limitations related to the quantification of
XPS.

The XPS and HAXPES F 1s spectra are provided in Figure 5
and the elemental concentrations are summarized in Tables
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Figure S. Fluorine 1s spectra for the first (red) and fifth (green) cycle
BF-Si anodes from coin cells fabricated with electrolyte solvent EC
(1st row), EC:FEC (2nd row), and FEC (3rd row).

1—3. All spectra exhibit a peak at 685 eV, attributed to LiF, as
well as a shoulder or peak at higher binding energy which
indicates the presence of residual LiPF4 salt or
LixPFyOZ.lo’lz_lg’36 The peaks associated with LiPF are
strongest for the spectra with the lowest depth of penetration
consistent with incomplete removal of the LiPFy from the
electrode surface during washing. The relative atomic
concentrations for the electrodes cycled with the EC electrolyte
as a function of depth of penetration (Table 1) reveal that the
concentration of F is lowest in the outer SEI and greater in the
inner SEI, but that the F concentration does not change
significantly with increased cycles. A different trend is observed
for the EC:FEC electrolyte (Table 2). The concentration of F is
greatest at the surface (shallowest depth of penetration) and
decreases with increased depth of penetration. However, the
higher concentration of F may be related to the higher
concentration of residual LiPF,. In addition, the concentration
of F increases with increased cycling. The trend for the FEC
electrolyte is similar to that observed for the EC electrolyte
except that the concentration of F is higher. The concentration
of F in the outer SEI is lower than in the inner SEI and changes
to the F concentration with increased cycles are small.
Oxygen concentrations are reported in Tables 1—3, and the
spectra are displayed in Figure 6. The O 1s spectrum of the
fresh electrode contains a broad peak at 532 eV characteristic of
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Figure 6. Oxygen 1s spectra of pristine BF-Si anodes (top row) and
for first (red) and fifth (green) cycle BF-Si anodes from coin cells
fabricated with electrolyte solvent EC (2nd row), EC:FEC (3rd row),
and FEC (bottom row).

Si0,."” The oxygen concentration is highest for the shallowest
depth of penetration consistent with SiO, on the surface of the
particle. Upon cycling the O 1s peak is shifted to ~531.5 eV for
all electrolytes investigated and remains broad, consistent with
the presence of C—0O, C=O0, and Si—O bonds.'**”'* The
concentration of O is increased for all electrolytes although the
increases are smallest for the FEC electrolyte. There is an
additional high energy shoulder for electrodes cycled with FEC
at 534 €V consistent with the presence of poly(FEC)."”
However, the changes in the O concentrations as a function of
depth of penetration or additional cycling are small.

B DISCUSSION

The SEI generated on BF-Si nanoparticle anodes cycled with
12 M LiPF4 in EC, FEC, and EC:FEC electrolytes were
investigated by electrochemical cycling and HAXPES. Electro-
chemical cycling data show only small differences between the
performance of the FEC and EC:FEC electrolytes. However,
cells cycled with electrolyte containing FEC cycle better than
the electrolyte containing only EC. This suggests the FEC
additive has a significant influence on the SEI generated on the
silicon nanoparticle anodes. A schematic representation of the
surface films is provided in Figure 7. Although the data are
consistent with Li,SiO, and SiO, at the same depth of

LEDC-rich
LEDC-rich Y
: LiF "R Li,CO,-rich
EC \ Li,Si0 XY \ LiF
— » BN X v —p 14
'( Sio,
Sio, Li,Sio,
FEC —_— -
—_— LiF, Li,CO4
Poly(FEC)
LiF, Li,CO,
Poly(FEC)
Silicon 1t cycle 5th cycle

Figure 7. Schematic depiction of SEI on silicon nanoparticles with
different electrolytes.

penetration as the electrolyte decomposition products, the
nature of the intermixing of the materials is unclear.

The HAXPES investigation of the silicon nanoparticles
cycled with different electrolytes reveals that the changes in the
electrolyte composition result in changes to surface film
structures upon cycling. In all cases, the SEI generated on the
surface is composed of electrolyte decomposition products
which are integrated with silicon containing species. Otherwise
each of the different electrolytes has different surface film
components.

For LiPF4 in EC electrolyte, the surface film is primarily
composed of LEDC and LiF from the reduction of EC and
LiPF,, respectively, along with lower concentrations of
Li,COs.and lithium alkoxides. After the first cycle the LEDC
dominates the outer SEI whereas the concentration of LiF
increases in the inner SEL Upon cycling the concentrations of
C, O, and F do not change significantly, but the LEDC
decomposes into carbon dioxide, lithium oxalate, Li,CO;, and
lithium alkoxides.*® This suggests that the LEDC is unstable in
the SEI on silicon upon continuous cycling. This decom-
position reaction likely contributes to cell inefficiency and
capacity loss. The silicon-containing species intermixed with the
SEI are dominated by SiO, in the outer SEI and Li,SiO, in the
inner SEIL The composition of the silicon component does not
change significantly upon increased cycling.

The surface film generated with the EC:FEC electrolyte is
also dominated by LEDC but also contains LiF and poly(FEC).
The results are consistent with those previously reported.”” In
contrast to the observation with EC, the LiF concentration is
higher in the outer SEI and lower in the inner SEI. With
additional cycling, the concentration of F increases, but
interestingly the LEDC does not decompose in the inner
SEL This suggests that the presence of the FEC reduction
products, poly(FEC) and additional LiF, inhibit LEDC
decomposition upon additional cycling. The silicon-containing
species incorporated into the SEI are very similar to that
observed for LiPFs in EC. SiO, is the dominant species
intermixed with the outer SEI and Li,SiO, is the dominant
species intermixed with the inner SEI. However, the SEI for the
EC:FEC electrolyte is slightly thinner than the SEI with the EC
electrolyte because the concentration of the Li,Si at the deepest
depth of penetration is slightly greater for the electrode cycled
with the EC:FEC electrolyte than it is for the electrode cycled
with the EC electrolyte.
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A very different ratio of CO; to C—O is observed with the
LiPF¢ in FEC electrolyte, consistent with the generation of
poly(FEC). The composition of organic species is relatively
consistent through the depth of the SEI and the changes upon
cycling are quite small. The silicon containing species are
different than what are observed for the EC containing
electrolytes. While SiO, is observed intermixed with the outer
SEI there is no Li,SiO, intermixed with the inner SEI only
Li Si. The results are unusual because previous reports have
suggested that Li,SiO, is generated from the residual SiO, on
the silicon surface during lithiation.”” This suggests that either
the FEC reduction products, poly(FEC) and LiF, inhibit the
generation of Li,SiO, or that the Li,SiO, may be generated
from the lithium alkyl carbonates. Upon additional cycling, the
changes to the organic components are small, but changes to
the silicon containing species are observed. Li,SiO, is observed
which suggests that either the initial inhibition of Li,SiO,
generation from SiO, is discontinued or the secondary
decomposition products of poly(FEC) could lead to Li,SiO,.
At this time, we do not have a good understanding of this
unusual trend in Li,SiO, appearance.

B CONCLUSIONS

Binder-free silicon (BF-Si) nanoparticle anodes have been
cycled with three different electrolytes: 1.2 M LiPF in ethylene
carbonate (EC), fluoroethylene carbonate (FEC), or EC:FEC.
Electrolytes containing FEC had the best capacity retention
after five cycles. The electrodes were extracted and analyzed by
hard X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (HAXPES) to
determine changes to the SEI upon changes in electrolyte. All
of the electrolytes generate an SEI, which is integrated with Si-
containing species and contain the decomposition products of
the electrolyte. The electrolytes with the best performance
(FEC and EC:FEC) have electrolyte decomposition products
in the SEI that are stable upon additional cycling. The
electrolyte with the poorest capacity retention (EC) has the
greatest changes to the composition of the SEI upon cycling,
consistent with poor SEI component stability upon cycling.
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